
STATE PLUMBING APPRENTICESHIP COMMITTEE (SPAC) 

MINUTES 
June 5, 2025 

 
Call to Order: 9:33 AM     

 
The SPAC meeting was held on Zoom meeting. Chairman, Kelley Sharp, presided 
over the meeting.   
 
Members present 
Kelley Sharp, Chairman, Master Plumber, Congressional District 3 
Ronald Jarrell, Master Plumber, Congressional District 4 
James Corser, Master Plumber, Congressional District 2 
 
Member(s) absent: 
Karen Breashears, Citizen Member, Congressional District 4 
 
Ex-Officio Member(s) Present 
Derrick Daniels – Program Advisor OSD 
 
Guests in Attendance 
Ric Mayhan, AR Dept. of Health 
Michelle Hildreth, OSD 
Renee Doty, OSD 
 
Approval of Minutes April 3, 2025: 
The minutes from April 3, 2025, were reviewed by committee members. A motion to 
approve the minutes was made by James Corser and seconded by Ron Jarrell. The 
committee voted in favor, and the minutes were approved. 
 
Old Business 
Derrick Daniels provided an update on the development of an identification card for 
fourth-year apprentices to present to inspectors at job sites. He and Ric Mayhan 
from the Arkansas Department of Health collaborated on a card template that has 
since been distributed to apprenticeship programs for issuance. The card may be 
renewed once only. 
 
New Business 
2025 Legislative Session Update 
Derrick Daniels briefed the Committee on key developments from the recently 
concluded legislative session: 

• A bill proposing the transfer of plumbing certifications to the Department of 
Labor and Licensing was introduced but did not pass. 



• The State Apprenticeship Agency (SAA) bill has been enacted and is 
scheduled to take effect in early August. The Office of Apprenticeship is 
currently preparing for a smooth transition to the SAA model. Daniels noted 
that the transition process used by Alabama may serve as a model for 
Arkansas. With a new Secretary appointed to the Department of Labor, 
procedural changes from the prior administration are expected. OSD will 
coordinate closely with the U.S. Department of Labor to ensure compliance. 

 
New Administrative Rules  
The consolidated apprenticeship rules reviewed by the Committee have been 
approved by the Arkansas Legislative Council and will be effective soon. 

 
Reports 
Office of Skills Development (OSD) Report 
Derrick Daniels shared the following updates: 

• The office is currently focused on fiscal year-end closeout. As of June 5, 
approximately $1.5 million in program funding has been expended for the 
fiscal year, with that figure expected to increase as pending requests are 
processed. 

• Due to ongoing renovations, OSD staff continue to work remotely or from 
other Department of Commerce office locations as available. 

• Daniels mentioned a potential opportunity for the state that may be 
announced publicly in the near future. Details remain confidential at this 
time. 

• SAEF grant award announcements are still pending. The office has requested 
approval to roll over the remaining balance from the previous year’s grants; 
this request is currently under review. 

• Many states and state agencies have been notified of federal funding ending 
for various programs. However, it appears unlikely any funding to 
apprenticeship programs will take place.  

• Daniels announced annual training at ADC is scheduled for July 16, 2025. 
 
Other Business 
Derrick Daniels announced that Michelle Hildreth will assume responsibility for 
staffing the Plumbing and Electrical Committees going forward. Committee 
members can expect calendar invitations for the upcoming fiscal year meetings 
from her soon. 
 
Next Meeting 
Date: July 10, 2025 
Location: Via Zoom (unless otherwise notified) 
 
Adjournment 



A motion to adjourn was made by James Corser and seconded by Ron Jarrell. The 
meeting was adjourned at 10:01 a.m. 
 


